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Captain Smith was born in Harrellsville, North caTOlinaf/;ugust 8, 1898

He attended the Rocky Mount High School, Rocky Mount, North Carolina, and the
Staunton Military Apaﬁemy; Staunton, Virginia; before entering the Naval Acad-
ery from the Fourth District of North Carclina in 1916. He was a member of the
cLasé of 1920.which'was graduated in June, 1919. He méde the qruiSes in 1917
and 1918 in the U,S5.S5. NEBRASKA and U,S.5. ARIZOWA with the Atlantic Fleebt. He
ﬁas conmissioned Ensign, June 7, 1919, and his subsequent advancements were:
Lieutenant (junior grade), June'ﬁ, 1922; Lieutenant, June 7, 1925; TIieutenant
Commander, July 1, 1935; Commander, April 1, 1940; and;Captain, June 18, 1942.

During the three yearé following his graduation from Annépolis, Captain
smith had consecutive duty in the U.S. Ships GEORGE WASHINGTON, SOUTH CAROLINA,
KANSAS, BRANCH, HERNDON and CONVERSE. \

He was under instruction in submarines at the Submarine Base, New London,
Connecticut, froﬁ September, to December, 1922. After completing that course,
he served in and commanded submarines in the Atlantic area and the Canal Zone
until May, 1931. He served in the executive department of the Naval Academy
from ﬂay3 1931, until May, 193%4, and ffom June of that year until May, 1937,

‘he commanded the U.S5.5. BONITA, fleet submarine. ,

Captain Smith served in the Division of Fleet Training, Office of the Chief
of Naval Operations, Navy Department,lﬁashington,.D.G., from May, 1937, until
June, 1939, gnd was navigator of the U.S.S. PENNSYLVANIA, flagship, U.S. Fleet,
from June, 1939, until November, 1940. From December, 1940, until April, 1942,
he was operations officer on étaff Commander, Submarines,-Patrol Force, (later
renamed Submarines Atlantic Fleet) and as Chief of that staff. He was detacﬁéd
from that duty April 2, 1942, and reported April 16, 1942, to the Navy Yard,

Mare Island, California, fof duty in comnection with fitting out 2 submarine
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-‘tender. When that vessel was commissioned on May 1, 1942, he went aboard as her .

‘i commanding officer.

Captain Smith was killed while a passenger aboard a trangport segplanecop-
erated for the Naval Air Transpgrb Service which was lost on Jamuary 21, 1943,
near Boonville, Celifornis, on a flight from Pearl Harbor to San Francisco.

Captain Smith had the Victory Medal, 'Aflantic Fleet Clasp; the American
Defense 'Sergice-Medal, with Bronze mMAM {Bronze WAM i‘ér service in a vessel op-
erating in actual or -poten_tlial belligerent contact ﬁth the Axis Forces in the
Atlantic Ocean) and was eliglble for the Asiatic-Pacii‘ic_ A:r;ea. Campaign Medal.

- A Destroyer, the U.S5.8. ROBERT H, SEAITH, has been named in his honor. His
widow, Mrs. Robert He Smith, of 238 King George Street, Amnapolis, Maryland,
will sponsor the vessel when she; is launched at the Bath Iron Works Corporation,

Rath, Maine.
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CAPTAIN ROBERT HOLMES SMITH, U.8. NAVY

Captain Smith was born in Hahéﬂsvﬂle, North Carolina, August 8, 1898,
He attended the Rocky Mount High School, Rocky Mount, North Carolina and
the Staunton Military Academy, Staunton, Virginia, and entered the Naval
Academy from North Carolina in 1916, a member of the class of 1820 which
was graduated in June 1919, After graduation he served in the transport
GEORGE WASHINGTON until December of that year when he was transferred
to the U.S.S. SOUTH CAROLINA.

- During the next three years, he had consecutive tours of duty in the
U. S. Ships, KANSAS, PENNSYLVANIA, BRANCH, HERNDON and CONVERSE.
He was under instruction in submarines at the Submarine Base, New London,
Connecticut from September 1922 until January, 1923,

After completing that course he served in and commanded submarines
in the Atlantic area and in the Canal Zone until 1931,

He served in the Executive Department of the Naval Academy from
May, 1931, until May, 1934, and in June of that year, he assumed command of
the U.5.8. BONITA. He served in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Navy Department for two years and had duty as Navigator of the 7.S.8.
PENNSYLVANIA from June, 1939, until November, 1940. In December, 1940, -
he reported as Operations Officer on Staff Commander and Submarine Patrol
Force, and in January, 1941, he was transferred to duty as Chief of Staff and
Aid, Commander, Submarines, Atlantic Fleet. He was detached from that
duty in January, 1942, and assumed command of a vessel.

Captain Smith has the Victory Medal, Atlantic Fleet Clasp, and the
American Defense Service Medal-Fleet Clasp.

His usual residence is 307 Hammond Street, Rocky Mount, North Carolina,

The address of his wife, Mrs, Margaret B, Smith is guite 129, 420
Memorial Drive, Cambridge, Massachusetts,
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NAVY ‘D-E_PARTMENT brneen.

PRESS AND RADIO #7 T IANUARY 23, 1943
TRANSPCRT SEAPLANE STILL MISSING
Continuing widespread search for the m’issmp: transport seaplape, operating

for the Naval Air Transport Service on a2 flight from Pearl Harbor to San
Francisco, has failed to reveal any trace of the aircraft up to the present time.

The reported passenger list 1nd_1cates that the follong Naval Offlcers
were aboard the missing plane . :

Rear Adrniral Robert H. English, U.S. N. (Usual reszdence
Warrenton, Georgia. His wife, Mrs. Eloise Walker Engllsh NOW re-
sides.at 4445 Lowell Street N.W., Washlngton, D.CJ Pl

-Captain -. Smlth U S N. (Usual addreSS' 307

’ ‘Hammond Street, Rocky Mount, North Carolina, His wife, Mrs:
n/ Frances B, Smith, now resides at 120 Memor:.al Drive, Cambrzdge,
Massachusetts. ) .

Captam Robert E. Thomas, Civil Engmeer Corps, U.S.N.
(Usual address: 614 Whitman Street, Rockford, Illinois. His wife,
- Mrs. Helen 1., Thomas, now res1des at 2828 40th Avenue, W,
Seattle, Washlngton )

S Captaln Donald C. Godmn, U.S8.N. (Usual address: 505 W.
Main Street, Williamston, North Carclina, His wife, Mrs. Hazel M.
Godwin, now resides at 4626 Tth Avenue,' LOS Angeles,"Ca}ifornia.)

Commander John J. Crane, U S.N. (Usual address 190'7 Miami
Street, Toledo, Chio, His wife, Mrs. Imogene St. Clair Crane, how
resides.at 103 Bella Vista Way, Vallejo, California.) :

Commander Francns L Black U. S N. (Usual address: :1861 Moore
Street, San Diego, California. His wife, Mrs. Anna G..Black, now resides
at 7 Dana Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts.)

Commander William G. Myers, U.S.N. (Usual address: 2709
Nicholas Avenue, 8.E., Washington, D.C. His wile, Mrs. Susan
1add1ng Myers, now resides at 1327 Monroe Street, N.E., Washington,
D.Co

Lieutenant Commander John O. R, Coll, U.S.N, (Usual address:
625 F. Maple Street, Jeffersonville, Indiana. His wife, Mrs. Margaret
Coll, now resides at 3133 Front Street, San Diego, California,)

Lieutenant Commander George R. Stone, U.S.N. (Usual address:
303 Marion Avenue, Big Rapids, Michigan, His wife, Mrs. Jean
Richards Stone, now resides at 92b Kingstone Avenue, River Forest,
Illinois.,)
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‘ Lleutenant (junior grade) Edna Owella Morrow, U.S. Navy
Nurse Corps. (Usual address: 45 S Greenwood Street, Pasadena,
- California.)

The crew of nine is listed as:

Robert McNair Elzey,: (Captaln) 229 Lenox Street, Palo Alto,
California,

“Orvan K. Iudd (First Offlcer) 2414 Callforma Street
Berkeley, Cah:forma.__ .

John R. Maynard (Second Offlcer) 508 meoln Avenue, Ala.rneda,
‘California., L : ,

George H. Aabel (Thll‘d Offlcer) 1255 Cra.ne Street Menlo Park
California. ) , N

Leo A, Mackota, (Fzrst Englneer) 418 Bosworth Street San. -
Francisco, Cahfornla '

John J. Eagan, Sr. (Second Englneer) Apartment 211, 916 Union
Street, Alameda, California,

Clarence P. Thompson, (Flrst Radlo Offlcer) 1477 Navy Street,
San Leandro, Callfornla. . ,

George W. Angus, (Second Radio Off1cer), 1462 'I‘restle Glen
Road, Oakland, California.’

]ohn G. Hill, (Flight Steward) 1100 Cordllleras Avenue, San
Carlos, California.

- {Biographies are available in Reference Section, Office of Pubhc '
Relations. Photographs avallable in Pictorial Section.) - !
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PLEASE SUBMIT IN DUPLICATE

COIBMANDER SUBMARINES, ATLANTIC FLERET
U.S.5, VIXEN, Plagship g

The Bureau of Navigation is frequently called upon to furnish news releases for officers in
connection with their service activities and assignments. It would therefore he dppreciated if you
" would submit this form to the Bureau of Navigation, properly filled out, as soon as practicable.

Date submitted .19 December 1941

Name SMITH ] Robert Holmes
{Surname) (First) (Middle)

Rank ... .Commander

7
Date and place of birth . August 8, 1898 HeWeljsville, N.C.

Father's name . wharles Holmes Smith
(Rank, if in Army, Navy, Marine Corps, ete.)

Mother’s name . Mrgs. Charles Hdnes Smith. .

Mother’s maiden name ......_._.: Lillian Valentine

Schools attended prior to entering Naval Academy .Rocky.Mount High School, ...

Staunton (va.) Millitary dcademy . .

Naval Academy Class of ... 1920

While attending Naval Academy (Athletics, special achievements, literary soéieties, ete.)

- e e e o

Names of children:  popert Holmes Smith, Jr. 16} yrs

.John Valentine Smith 1lls yrs

(See severge side)



Brief biography of career which would be of interest for press releases.
This to include information: re}ative to:

(a) Unusual assignments to special. dut1es
(b) Transcrlpts of letters of commendation of spemal mterest

({3)‘ Participation in any naval or military campaigns or- engagements.‘ P

List campaign badges or medals, citafi_ons and foreign decorations received. - - oo o

Entered USNA June 1916, Graduated June 1919. Served after
graduation in USAT George Mashlngton battleships and
destroyers to August 1922,

Attended Submarine School, August 1922.

oerved at sea in submarlnes to 1937

Commanded . S=-20 July 1928 - December 1930

Commanded R-18 December 1930 - May 1931

- Commanded Bonita June 1934 - May 1937 . e

Navigator of USS PENNSYLVANIA, June 1939 - November 19ao

Dec., 1940 = - Chief of Staff and Aide, Commander Submarines
Atlantic Fleet.

Campaign Medals - Victory Medal ~ Atlantic-Fleet. - -~

"Bignature .~
USS Viven—12-16-41—125.

4



Please submit in duplicate. " 'ibéfe submitted 26 November, 1937.

e BmAkh.... ... . BODOTS_ . . Eolmem. .. ... ..
(Surname ) (First) _ (Mi:ddle)
RANK.ae Lisutenant. Qommander, U.8.Navy . :
Home address..307. Hammond Stxeet, Rooky Nount, North daxolime ... . ...
Date and place of birth.. 8.4 ucus £, 1898; Harrslsville, North Carolina

Father's name. . Smith, Ohayles Holmes e -

............................

While attending Naval Academy (Athletics, special achievements,
literary societies, etec.}

Married (Maiden name of wife) ﬂargmt Mﬂ mmof m"m

Masgachusetis . San Francisoo, Oalifornia = uhen 16 Jan., 1934

Names of children:

Robert Holmes Sumith, Jr. 13} years.
Jokn Valentine Smith 74 years.

Member of the (Clubs, societies,_orgénizations, etc.)

Army Nevy Qountry Club, Washington, D.O.

(See reverse side)



Brief blography of career which would be of interest for press
releases. This to include also information relative to:
(a) Unusual assignments to special duties. .
(b) Transcripts of letters of commendation of speclal interest.
(c) Participation in any naval or military campaigns or engage-
ments. '
(d) List campaign badges or medals, citations and foreign decor-
ations received.

Entered U.S, Naval Aosdemy, 17 June, 1916. Graduated (Class of
1920} 6 June, 1919. | '

Reported for first duty U.S5.3, GEORGE WASHINGTON on 8 July, 1919.
Then served in battleships BOUTH CAROLINA, KANSAS and PENNSYLVANRIA
until August 19231. Deatroyers wumtil August, 19228, and then re-
ported to Submarine School, New London, Qonnecticut for a course
of instruotion. Served in submarines oontinuously on sea duty
until May 1937. Commanded U.S8.8. 8-80, 1938-1931.

Conmanded U, S.S. BONITA 1934-1037.

Signature

Robexrt Holmes Smith



P NAVY DEPARTMENT

IMMEDIATE RELEASE FERRUARY 8, 1943
- PRESS AND RADIO  ° .

LAST RITES FOR CAPTAIN R. H. SMITH, U. S.N.

Funeral services for the late Captain Robert Holmes Smith, U.S.N.,
who was killed in the crash of a transport plane near San Francisco on

January 21, will be held at the Fort Myer ﬁ/‘lrglma) Chapel Tuesday,
February 9, 1943.,at 2 p.m.

Full ‘military honors will be accorded and burial is tc be n- Arlington
National Cemetery. Captain R. D. Workman, Chaplain Corps, U.C N,, is to
cificiate. Captain E. H, Bryant, U.S.N., will be the Escort Commander,

Honorary pellbearers will be Captain E. M. Tillson, U.S.N. ; Captain
H. L. Challenger, U.S.N.; Captain M. E. Curts, U.S.N.; Captain Merrill
Comstock, U.8.N.; Commander M. Gilmore, U.S.N.; (Retired), and
Commander S. W. DuBose, U.S.N.

His official address was 307 Hammond Street, Rocky Mount, North
Carolina, His wife, Mrs. Frances B. Smith, now resuies at 120 Memorial
Drive, Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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HEADQUARTERS
FIRST NAVAYL DYSTRICT
NORTH STATICN CFFICE BUILDING
150 CAUSEWAY STREERT, ©OSTON, MASS,

PUBLIC RELATICNS OFFICE
MAY 18, 1844

FOR RELEASE FRIDAY AFTERNOON PAPERS, MAY 19, 1944

The USS ROBERT H. SMITH, first destroyer so-named, will be launched at
the Bath Iron Works, Bath, Maine, at about 4:30 Thursday efternoon, Mey
25. ' .

Sponsor of this vessel will be ilrs, Robert Holmes Smith, of 238 King
George Street, Annapolis, Maryland, wife of the late Navy Captain for
whom the ship will be named. Captain Smith wes killed in & Naval trans-
port plans early last year,

The submerine USS SEA ROBIN, named for & fish, is also scheduled to be
launched at the U. S, Nawy iérd, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on Thursday,
Moy 25. This coraft's sponsor will be Mrs. Homer frbrose, wife of
Commender Ambrose, Machinery Superintendent at the Portsmouth yord,

Ceptain Smith was born in Herrellsville, North Carolina, August 8, 1898,
end entered the Naval Academy from the fourth North Carolina District in
1916, “e wns a member of the Class of 1920, which wes graduated from
Annapolis in June, 1919, A4After instruction in submerines et the Sub-
merine Base, New London, in 1922, Coptain Smith served in and commended
submarines in the Atlantic ares snd Canal Zone until iay, 1931, when he
Joined the executive department of the Faval icadomy.

leaving Annapolis in Mey, 1934, he commanded the USS BONITA, fleet sube
marine until May, 1937, During the next two years, Captein Smith served
in the Pivision of Fleet Training, Office of the Chief of Naval “perations,
Novy Department, Washington, D. C., snd then became navigator of the USS
PENNSYLVANIA, flogship of the U, S. Fleet, until November, 1940, He was
operatione officer on the staff of Uomma.nder, Submarines, Patrol Yorce
(loter renamed Submarines, Atlantic Fleet) nnd as chiof of staff of that
unit until April, 1942, when he reported at the Navy Yard, Mare Island,
California, for duty in connection with the fitting out of o submarine
tender, When that vessel was commissioned on May 1, 1942, he went aboard
as her commending officers

Captain Smith was killed while a passenger eboard a transport sesplane
of the daval Air Transport Service when that plane wus lost on January
21, 1943, near Boonville, California, on & flight from Pearl Harbor to
San Franciscos ' : :

o o e e e m o WA oW

FOR TMMEDIATE RELEASE

The launching of the ocean going rescue tug USS ATR=76 scheduled for
Monday, May 22, has becn postponed until a later date, at the Camden
Shipbuilding end Merine Reilway Company, Camden, Meine.





